
 
   
 
  

 
COVID UPDATE –Next Steps 

November 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Somers Families,  
 
It is no small feat that we have been able to open the school year on time and be open for 98% of the school days for 
the first quarter of the year. The collective effort of our faculty, staff, community, and students has been outstanding. 
 
A quick update on our new COVID-19 screening tool, Parent Square:  SCSD employees are now using the app, and 
we will be sending access instructions for families next week.  Families should continue to use the district tool until 
otherwise notified. 
 
With temperatures dropping and COVID-19 cases increasing in our region, we face what is shaping up to be a very 
challenging winter. I would like to share our plan for moving forward and the different factors involved if infection 
rates continue to climb.  
 
Confirmation of a Positive Case 
If you receive confirmation that your child has tested positive for COVID-19, please immediately email Maryann 
Castro in the SCSD Health Office at mcastro@somersschools.org.  Rapid notification enables the district to more 
efficiently plan school closings and contact tracing. 
 
Community Spread 
The governor recently detailed a method using micro-clusters, a data-driven strategy that detects small outbreaks and 
takes action to eliminate them, with certain benchmarks that must be met in order to reopen schools. 
 
Under this strategy, if Somers is identified as a “yellow zone” by the New York State Department of Health, we are 
mandated to close our school buildings.  In order to reopen, we would need to test at least 20% of the students and 
staff for COVID-19 on a weekly basis.  The reality of testing nearly 750 individuals on a weekly basis is not 
something the district can realistically achieve.  Therefore, if we are mandated to close because of the “yellow zone” 
distinction, it is likely we will move to all eLearning. 
 
Staffing Challenges 
Another challenge that may cause us to shift to 100% eLearning is a potential shortage of faculty and staff due to 
state-mandated quarantining restrictions.  If we cannot staff one or more of our buildings adequately due to the 
number of faculty and staff in quarantine, we will prioritize keeping the elementary schools open.  That means 
moving available personnel to cover classrooms at Primrose and SIS, and shifting SMS and SHS to 100% eLearning. 
 
We are encouraged by the fact that the Westchester Department of Health has no documented cases of COVID-19 
transmission within our schools or other schools in our area.  Please know that we plan to keep our students in their 
classrooms as much and as long as possible, and we will balance that intent with the safety of our children. 
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As many families consider plans for the upcoming holidays, please review the updated travel guidelines from the 
New York Department of Health.  Making the right choices may mean the difference between keeping our schools 
open and going fully remote. 
 
As a community, we have done an amazing job of looking out for each other and keeping everyone’s safety in mind. 
Thank you for your partnership and support as we face the upcoming new phase in this pandemic. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
Superintendent of Schools 
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